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PRESENT PERFECT VS PAST SIMPLE
 
Gramática inglesa: Las diferencias entre el Present perfect y el Past simple. 
Cuando una acción empezó en el pasado y sigue en este momento, usamos el Present perfect.. 
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Usamos el Present Perfect en los siguientes casos:

a) Una acción o situación que comenzó en el pasado y sigue pasando. En español este concepto se expresa con el presente.
· They have been in the swimming pool for two hours. – (Literal:  Han estado en la pileta por horas)  Están en la piscina desde hace dos horas.
(Nota. aquí for = desde hace)
· We have lived in London since 2008. – ( Literal: Hemos vivido en Londres desde 2008)  Vivimos en Londres desde 2008.
(Nota. aquí since = desde)

b) Cuando el resultado de una acción en el pasado se puede observar en el presente
· Have you read the book? - ¿Has leído el libro?  (La acción “read” ha terminado y aquí lo que es importante es el resultado)

c) Una acción que se llevó a cabo en el pasado, donde el tiempo exacto de la acción no se especifica
· Have you ever been to Paris? - ¿Has estado alguna vez en París? - ¿Conoces a París?
· I have written a letter to Mary. - He escrito una carta a María.

También si el tiempo de referencia (hoy, este mes etc) todavía no ha acabado, usamos el Present Perfect.
· I have eaten a lot today. - He comido mucho hoy. (hoy todavía no ha terminado)

Utilizamos el Present perfect con;
	today
this week
this month
this year
recently
for two hours / years etc
since
already
still
yet
	hoy
este semana
este mes
este año
recienemente
desde hace
desde
ya
todavía, aún
todavía, aún
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Past simple
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a) Una acción cerrada y terminada en el pasado. Generalmente, lo usamos con adverbios del tiempo como yesterday, last week, last night, last year...
· When I finished work, I went home. - Cuando terminé el trabajo, me fui a casa.
· I stayed at home last night. - Me quedé en casa anoche.

2) Una acción única en el pasado.  
· My grandfather died in 1982. - Mi abuelo murió en 1,982.
· I came by train. - Vine en train. / He venido en tren.   (Ya no estoy en el tren, estoy aquí )
· Did you open the window? - ¿Has abierto la ventana?  (Past Simple porque la acción “open” ha finalizado)

3) Acciones repetidas o habituales en el pasado.    (el pretérito indefinido en español)
· Last week I worked in the office, ate in a restaurant, cleaned the house and watched TV at night. - La semana pasada trabajé en la oficina, comí en un restaurante, limpié la casa y ví la tele por la noche.
Utilizamos el Past simple con;
	yesterday
last week
last month
last year
4 months ago
in 1999
	ayer
la semana pasada
el mes pasado
el año pasado
hace 4 meses
en 1.999
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Simple Past or Present Perfect?

Simple Past

Present Perfect

For actions that happened and
finished in the past

For actions which started in the
past and continue up to now

For actions that happened in the
past and we know exactly when

For actions that happened in the
past but we don't know the exact
time

With yesterday, then, ago, last

With for, since, ever, never, yet,

night/week

already, so far, how long..

Use simple Past or Present Perfect:

-Helen ever
you.
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4. This year T

- (try) sushi>

0) to the wedding last night>
.(be) to Paris.

(travel) to Athens 3 fimes so far.

5. Paul and Judith .... ...(be) married since 1998.
[S—— T (finish) your homework yet?
7. Last right aunt Betty ... wencome) by. She w{tell)

us that this summer they are going o Hawaii.
(visit) many different countries so far. Last
(go) to Ttaly and 3 years ago T

b€ in Spain. T ... ..(not/visit) Germany

9. When .........you .. (come) to Greece?

10.... (come) in 2007.

1L, YU . (Watch) the film E.T. yesterday?

12. They. already (leave) the train station.

13. How long you now) Jonathar>

14.1 (meet) him in 2009, 50T ....... ...(know) him
for 3 years.

15. What ..... e (hPPeN) to Lucy last night?

161 e YU (read) "Harry Potter" when you were on
holidays?
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PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE VS. PAST SIMPLE

1) Are the underlined parts of these sentences right or wrong? Correct them where
necessary.

ok o~

T've lost my key. I can’t find it anywhere.

Have you eaten a lot of sweets when you were a child?
I've bought a new car. You must come and see it

T've bought a new car last week.

Where have you been yesterday evening?

Lucy has lefi school in 1999, .

I'm looking for Mike. Have you seen him?

“Have you been to Paris?” “Yes, many times.”

T'm very hungry. | haven’t eaten much today.

When has this book been published?

2) Make sentences from the words in brackets. Use the present perfect or the past

simple.
1

2
3
4
5
6.
7
8.

3) Put the
1

2

it/ not / rain / this week)

(the weather / be / cold / recently)

(it / cold / last week)

(1/not / read / a newspaper yesterday)
(1/ ot/ read / a newspaper today)
(Emily / eam / a lot of money / this year)
(She /ot / earn / so much / last year)
(You! have / a holiday recently?)

verb into the more suitable form, present perfect simple or past simple.
Tdon’t know where Lisa is. (you / see) her?
When I (get) home last night, 1 (be)
very tired and I (g0) straight to bed

A 7 ... (you  finish) painting the bedroom?

B: Not yet. Ill finish it tomorrow,

George (ot / be) very well last week

Mr Clark (work) in a bank for 15 years. Then he
gave it up.

Molly lives in Dublin. She (live) there all her lfe.
e 2 (you/ g0) to the cinema last night?

B: Yes, butit (be) amistake. The film

(be) awil

My grandfather (die) before I was born. 1

(never / meet) him

1 don’t know Carol’s husband. 1 ... . (never / meet) him.




